Adult celiac disease presenting as cerebellar syndrome.
A progressive pancerebellar syndrome in a 57-year-old man heralded what was subsequently diagnosed by malabsorption studies and jejunal biopsy as adult celiac disease. Postmortem examination demonstrated characteristic gastrointestinal and cerebral abnormalities associated with this enteropathy. The neuropathology underlying the ataxia, as well as the clinical features of palatal myoclonus and marked speech impairment, included marked cerebellar cortical atrophy with cell loss in dentate and olivary nuclei. Intestinal-absorption studies are indicated to evaluate patients with any neurologic illness that may be related to malabsorption.